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  We ask that all teachers and accompanying adults read over the 

information in this pack well in advance of your visit 
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Ipswich at War 

 

About this session 

In this fun and interactive half-day visit your pupils will gain an understanding of how the 

Second World War affected the lives of ordinary people living in Ipswich at the time.  

 

Your pupils will be introduced to a fictional family living in Ipswich during the war, to 

explore how life changed for men, women and children. By identifying with these 

characters and engaging in activities linked with each of them, pupils will be able to give 

at least two examples of how war affected everyday life for people in the town. 

 

Ipswich at War takes place in the Ipswich at War Galleries and the Education Room at 

Ipswich Museum. 

 

Session Aim 

Pupils will investigate daily life in Ipswich, learning about the impact of war on the 

Homefront. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

• Pupils will be able identify some ways in which life had to change as a result of 

war  

• Pupils will understand more about life in Ipswich in the 1940s 

• Pupils will be able to use the terms Homefront, evacuation and blackout correctly 

in a historical context 

 

Key Words 

War, Ipswich, Homefront, air raid, blackout, evacuation, Morse code, make-do and 

mend, rations 

 

Curriculum Links 

History KS2   

• develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, 

local and world history 

• note connections, contrast and trends over time  

• develop the appropriate use of historical terms  

• devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and 

difference, and significance 

• understanding how knowledge is constructed from a range of sources 

 

 



 

 

English KS1 and 2  

• Use discussion in order to learn, elaborating and explaining their 

understanding and ideas clearly 

 

 

Duration   Min and max group sizes   Adult:Pupil Ratio 

120 minutes   20 to 60 pupils     1:6 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Before your visit  

We believe that you will have the best possible experience if you prepare the pupils and 

accompanying adults in advance of the session.  To do this we ask that all teachers and 

accompanying adults read over the information in this pack well in advance of the visit.  

We have also given some suggestion below for activities to do with your pupils to 

prepare them for their visit.  

PLEASE NOTE some of the activities discuss bombings, evacuation and the trauma of 

being affected by war. We would like to highlight this so that you can plan appropriately 

for any pupils who may be or have been affected by these issues. 

 

General activities 

General pre-visit activities can include: 

• Asking the pupils to research the museum and make a poster about the 

collections or objects they hope to see.  

• Asking the pupils to prepare questions about the museum and/or session that 

they might like to ask during their visit. 

 

Session-related activities 

 

 

  

Title Activity Resources Curriculum Link 

Finding out 

about the 

second 

World War 

When was the Second World 

War? 

Which countries were involved? 

What were some of the national 

consequences for Britain? 

Are there any easy-to-find facts 

about bombings in Ipswich during 

the war? 

History books 

and internet 

sources 

Elderly 

relatives 

History  

Key Words  Take some time learning a few 

key words related to the wartime 

experience in Ipswich 

 

Card/Paper 

 

History and English 

– develop the 

appropriate use of 

historical terms 



 

 

During your visit  

 

Session Structure (one class) 

 

1000 Arrival – jackets and bags drop off (Education Room) 

 

1005 Introduction and Lost Property activity (Education Room) 

 

1020 Group A  

Mother’s activity 

(Ipswich at War 

gallery) 

Group B  

Son’s activity 

(Ipswich at War 

gallery) 

 

Group C 

Daughter’s activity 

(education room) 

Group D 

Grandad’s activity 

(education room) 

1040 Group A 

Son’s activity 

(Ipswich at War 

gallery) 

 

Group B 

Mother’s activity 

(Ipswich at War 

gallery) 

Group C 

Grandad’s activity 

(education room) 

Group D 

Daughter’s activity 

(education room) 

1100 Group A  

Grandad’s activity 

(education room) 

Group B  

Daughter’s 

activity 

(education room) 

Group C 

Mother’s activity 

(Ipswich at War 

gallery) 

Group D 

Son’s activity 

(Ipswich at War 

gallery) 

 

1120 Group A 

Daughter’s 

activity 

(education room) 

Group B 

Grandad’s activity 

(education room) 

Group C 

Son’s activity 

(Ipswich at War 

gallery) 

 

Group D 

Mother’s activity 

(Ipswich at War 

gallery) 

1150 Summary and conclusions (Education Room) 

 

1200 Lunch (Education room) 

 

 

  



 

 

Activities 

Lost Property activity 

The Museum Assistant will lead your pupils through this activity. They will be asked to 

work in four groups. Each group will investigate a set of objects to work out which 

member of the Ipswich at War family they belong to. 

 

Mother’s activity 

In the spirit of ‘Make do and mend’, the children will be invited to have a go at rag-

rugging whilst discussing some of the things a mother would have needed to do and 

think about in Ipswich during the war. Each group will add to the previous groups’ work 

and the samples can be taken back to school. The Museum Assistant will introduce the 

activity and check on you from time to time as you lead these activities with the help of 

the instructions provided. 

 

Son’s activity 

Young children in Ipswich enjoyed investigating bomb sites and taking bits of shrapnel 

as souvenirs. Others were evacuated from the town into the countryside to live with 

families they had never met. Children can complete the trail questions in pairs by 

exploring the gallery, and then in discussion with their helper think about what it would 

feel like to have to leave home. Do they know anyone that this has happened to? There 

is the option for the children to draw the one toy they would take if they had to be 

evacuated. This is a teacher led activity, instructions will be provided to help you. 

 

Daughter’s Activity 

A teenage girl living in Ipswich may have worked as a typist or have used a Morse code 

machine. The children can spend some time using the typewriters and telephones, and 

sending messages to one another. They must also react appropriately to the air raid 

siren if it sounds. The Museum Assistant will introduce the activity and check on you 

from time to time as you lead these activities with the help of the instructions provided. 

 

Grandad’s Activity 

This group will work in the education room to build an Anderson shelter. Follow the 

instructions carefully, asking one child to read and another to wear the toolbelt. They will 

need to work carefully as a team. Once completed, there is a box of handling items to 

look at and some questions to think about whilst sat in the shelter. Depending on time 

you can either take it down for the next group to build, or leave it up for them to explore 

and then dismantle during their timeslot. This is a teacher led activity, full instructions 

will be provided to help you. 

 

  



 

 

Floorplan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The areas you will be using are: 

1. Reception and shop 

2. Education Room  

3. Ipswich at War gallery 1 (Son’s activity) 

4. Ipswich at War gallery 2 (Mother’s activity) 
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After your visit   

Below are some general activity ideas that you may wish to use back at school to 

reinforce what your students learned during their visit.  

 

General activities 

General post-visit activities can include: 

• Creating a piece of imaginative writing about the Museum, perhaps it could be 

about how the objects came to the museum or about how they are cared for now 

in the Museum.  

• Asking the pupils to prepare presentation about their visit showing what they 

learned and what their favourite object in the Museum was. 

• We love getting thank you letters, if you feel you would like to encourage this 

through your follow up work. 

 

 

 

 

Evaluation 

We are always trying to improve our school sessions and will ask you to complete a 

short evaluation form after the session.  We are also keen to hear what your pupils 

thought of their experience and welcome any comments they may have as well. We 

take your feedback seriously and use it to improve the quality of our sessions.   

 

 

  



 

 

Museum information  

 

Address and contact details 

Ipswich Museum and Gallery    Phone 01473 433551 

High Street       Email museums@ipswich.gov.uk  

Ipswich 

IP1 3AH 

 

Facilities 

All our sites have a shop and an Easy Access toilet is located next to reception. All 

areas of the ground and first floors are either level or have ramped access. There is a 

lift to access the first floor should you need it. 

 

Please contact us if your group has any particular needs or requirements.  

 

 

Helper’s notes 

Thank you for offering to help with Ipswich at War session at Ipswich Museum. You do 

not need to know anything about Ipswich at War. The activities are designed to get the 

pupil’s imaginations working, thinking and questioning, so please support their learning 

by not telling them the answers straight away.  

 
The class will be asked to behave sensibly when they are in the Museum. Many of the 

objects in the collection are fragile but we have selected some that can be handled by 

pupils. We would be grateful if you could lead by example and ensure that everything is 

treated carefully. 

 

 


