
From Concept to Exhibition explores the roles of the curator and exhibition
designer in shaping how audiences experience art and museum artefacts.

Students analyse real exhibition design choices, investigate how artworks and
artefacts are selected and presented, and consider the impact of layout,
interpretation and audience engagement. 

They then apply these insights to develop and curate their own mini exhibition.

The workshop supports A-Level Art & Design: Critical and Contextual Studies
by developing research, analysis, creative planning and presentation skills while
offering insight into careers in galleries, museums and the wider cultural sector. 

In addition, this workshop would benefit students studying any aspects of
Creative Practice, Art & Design, Creative Media, Design, Photography or
Graphics courses who need to consider audience, presentation, sequencing,
interpretation, visual communication or exhibition methods.

From Concept to Exhibition
A-Level Art and Design: Critical and Contextual Studies

Guidance for Tutors
Introduction and Focus

Post-16



Aims & Outcomes

                       This workshop supports students to:

Analyse and interpret exhibitions critically, considering curatorial decisions,

audience experience, layout, sequencing, lighting, interpretation and display

methods. Students learn to think critically about how art and artefacts are

presented and how exhibition design shapes audience understanding.

Understand the context in which artworks are viewed, helping students

make connections between artists, themes and audience experience. 

Develop independent research skills by investigating a real exhibition,

analysing curatorial decisions and using their findings to design and justify

their own exhibition concept.

Generate and refine ideas, moving from a concept to a realised outcome, 

Present a personal response, as students curate and design their own mini

exhibition, making informed decisions about selection, interpretation and

display. 

Explore exhibition design as a creative discipline, learning how exhibitions

are put together and how creative decisions affect the way people view and

understand artworks and artefacts, while ensuring object care and safety.

Experience the role of a curator and exhibitions officer as creative

practitioners and considering potential career paths.

Links to Assessment Objectives
AO1: Researching exhibitions, artists and curatorial approaches.

AO2: Experimenting with exhibition layouts, themes and presentation

methods.

AO3: Recording observations and analysing exhibition design choices.

AO4: Creating and presenting a personal response with the mini exhibition.



Timetable

10.00-10.15 Arrival, welcome and introduction to the day

10.15-11.00 Exhibition tour - the curator’s perspective

11.00-11.15 Short break

11.15-12.00 Presentation - the design perspective

12.00-12.30 Lunch

12.30-13.45 Practical task - mini exhibition

13.45-14.00 Review and feedback

Group Size

This workshop has been designed with between 10 and 20 participants in
mind, however, if you have different numbers we may be able to make
adjustments. Please check with us first.

The staff:student ratio is as applies for your own institution. For students over
16-years old we trust your judgment.

Extension: Your students are welcome to further
explore the exhibition in the Wolsey Art Gallery or
indeed the rest of Christchurch Mansion
independenlty after we finish the formal workshop.

Please take care of any objects you handle and be aware of fragile things around
you. Please lead by example and ensure that any rules given are adhered to
along with any specific safety advice for the areas you are working in.
 

Conduct



Lunch Arrangements
Packed lunches can be eaten in the Lower Tudor Room where we
will be working, but no food or drink may be consumed in any
other location.

Staff and students are welcome to visit the Tea Room at lunchtime which can be
found just off the Tudor Kitchen. Please note that waiting times can be very long
when it’s busy and we have a limited time for lunch to be eaten. Any drinks
brought back through to the museum must have a lid, so please ask for a
takeaway cup when ordering.

What to Bring

Your students would benefit from bringing a notebook and pencil as there will
be a lot of information given on the day which could help with their studies.

Photography

You and your students are welcome to photograph any part of the museum,
gallery and workshop. No flash photography in the gallery though, please.

Museum staff might photograph the event but will not show the faces of
anyone without specific permission from your college.

Museum Shop

Staff and students are welcome to browse and purchase items from the
museum shop after their workshop or during lunchtime.

Tea Room



Toilets

Accessibility

Christchurch Mansion is a listed Tudor building and so has some uneven
floors and small staircases, with no lift access to upstairs areas.

This particular workshop takes place downstairs only.

The Wolsey Art Gallery has an accessible entrance for wheelchair users
at the side of the building.

If you have any particular needs or requirements, please contact us in
advance so that we can advise you further. 
 
Please see our website for more information regarding accessibility,
including (near to the bottom of the page) a really useful visual story film: 
https://ipswich.cimuseums.org.uk/christchurchmansionaccess/ 
 

Downstairs we have one fully accessible toilet and another toilet with
a few steps up to it. Upstairs there is also one toilet.
 



Risk Assessment

Getting Here
                       There is a coach drop-off point directly outside the main gate
                       to the park where the Mansion is located.

Unfortunately there is no parking onsite (except for disabled access, via the
Bolton Road entrance), but there are lots of car parks in Ipswich.

Tower Ramparts bus station in the town centre is a 5-minute walk from our
door.

Address and postcode:

Christchurch Mansion 
Soane Street 
Ipswich
IP4 2BE
 

If you have problems on the day, you can phone Christchurch Mansion directly
and we will try to assist you: 01473 433554
 

Please download the PDF from the workshop information page on our main
website: https://ipswich.cimuseums.org.uk/learn/

Any Questions?

If we have missed anything or you have further questions, please email the
Learning Team here: IpswichMuseums.Learning@colchester.gov.uk

In the event of a fire, an alarm will sound in the building. The fire assembly
point is on the grass at the end of the path directly opposite the main entrance.
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