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Toys at Christchurch Mansion KS1 Teacher Guide 

 

 

A busy day of hands-on exploration, learning, and fun. 

Through observation, discussion, and play, children will discover 
how toys and the materials they are made from have changed 

over time, and realise that not everything they play with today is 
quite so different from the past. 

 

   

Overview 

During this workshop your pupils will explore how toys have changed over the past 150 
years using our wonderful toy collection here at Christchurch Mansion. They will look at 
real Victorian toys and play with some replica toys from the past, investigating how they 
work and the materials they are made from. They will explore the museum using 
observation skills and make their very own animation toy. 

This is a full day experience, starting at 10am and finishing at 2pm. 
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Session Summaries 

 

1. Welcome and Introduction (20 mins) – Led by museum staff: Welcome to the 
Mansion, rules, and overview of the day. 
 

2. Old & New (35-40 mins) – Led by museum staff: Comparing modern toys with 
those played with by the Victorians 150 years ago, exploring the beautiful 
playroom and looking at real artefacts. 
 
 

3. Explore & Play (35-40 mins) – Introduced by museum staff but then led by 
your school staff. Museum staff will pop in to check you are OK during the 
session, or if we have volunteers available, they will help you throughout. A 
carousel of both old and new style toys to explore and play with. Each station 
has a guided activity to try. Please be gentle when playing, and pack away neatly 
at the end. 
 

4. Make & Play (35-40 mins) – Introduced by museum staff but then led by your 
school staff. Museum staff will pop in to check you are OK during the 
session, or if we have volunteers available, they will help you throughout. 
Experience the zoetrope and make your very own moving-image thaumatrope 
toy. A set of materials and full instructions are provided. 
 
 

5. Toys Trail (35-40 mins) – Led by your school staff. This trail is around the whole 
museum. There are toys hidden in unexpected places with fun questions to 
answer. 
 

6. Review and Goodbyes (15 mins) – Led by museum staff: A chance to get back 
together and share what your favourite parts of the day were and what terrific toy 
information you can remember, plus we will show you a very special book. 
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Aims 

• To look at toys through time, contextualising the concepts of old and new. 

• To understand how things have changed over time and explain the differences. 

• To understand how the materials something is made of can help us to tell the age 
of an object. 

• To identify the differences and similarities in the materials used to make toys 
between now and the past. 

• To play in new and cooperative ways. 

 

 

Outcomes 

• Categorise toys as old or new. 

• Describe some similarities and differences between old and new toys. 

• Describe some properties of different toys using key words. 

• Investigate how moving toys work. 

• Make a simple, functional animation toy. 

• Find hidden toys throughout the Mansion and use observation skills to answer 

questions. 

• Use multiple senses (smell, touch, sight and hearing) to describe toys and their 

properties. 

 

 

 

Curriculum Links 

English 

• Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge. 
• Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions. 
• Give well-structured descriptions and explanations including for expressing 

feelings. 
• Use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, 

hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas. 
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Science  

• Distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made. 
• Identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass 

and metal and compare their suitability for particular uses. 
• Describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials. 

 

History 

• Develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to 
the passing of time. 

• Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different time 
periods. 

• Understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past. 

• Find out about changes within living memory. 

 

Timetable: One Class 

Time  

10.00-10.10 
(10 mins) 

Arrival, hang coats up, toilet visits, put lunches away 

10.10-10.30 
(20 mins) 

Welcome and introduction to the day - Lower Tudor Room 

Split into groups   

10.30-11.10 
(40 mins) 

Old & New  
(Victorian Playroom) 

Explore & Play  
(Education Room) 

11.10-11.45 
(35 mins) 

Explore & Play  
(Education Room) 

Old & New  
(Victorian Playroom) 

11.45-12.30 
(45 mins) 

Lunch (Education Room) 
Please try to keep the room tidy and remove your rubbish 

12.30-13.10 
(40 mins) 

Make & Play  
(Lower Tudor Room) 

Toys Trail  
(Whole museum) 

13.10-13.45 
(35 mins) 

Toys Trail  
(Whole museum) 

Make & Play  
(Lower Tudor Room) 

13.45-14.00 
(15 mins) 

Review & Goodbyes (Lower Tudor Room) 
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Timetable: Two Classes 

Time  

10.00-10.10 
(10 mins) 

Arrival, hang coats up, toilet visits, put lunches away 

10.10-10.30 
(20 mins) 

Welcome and introduction to the day - Lower Tudor Room 

Split into groups     

10.30-11.10 
(40 mins) 

Old & New 
(Victorian 
Playroom) 

Explore & Play  
(Education Room) 

Make & Play 
(Lower Tudor 

Room) 

Toys Trail  
(Whole museum) 

11.10-11.45 
(35 mins) 

Explore & Play  
(Education Room) 

Old & New 
(Victorian 
Playroom) 

Toys Trail 
(Whole 

Museum) 

Make & Play 
(Lower Tudor 

Room) 

11.45-12.20 
(35 mins) 

Lunch (Education Room) Lunch (Estate Office) 

Please try to keep the room tidy and remove your rubbish 

12.20-12.30 
(10 mins) 

Take lunch bags back downstairs.  
We will prepare the room for the afternoon activities during this time. 

12.30-13.10 
(40 mins) 

Make & Play 
(Lower Tudor 

Room) 

Toys Trail  
(Whole museum) 

Old & New 
(Victorian 
Playroom) 

Explore & Play  
(Education Room) 

13.10-13.45 
(35 mins) 

Toys Trail  
(Whole museum) 

Make & Play 
(Lower Tudor 

Room) 

Explore & Play 
(Education 

Room) 

Old & New 
(Victorian 
Playroom) 

13.45-14.00 
(15 mins) 

Review & Goodbyes (Lower Tudor Room) 

 

For groups unable to go upstairs, we will use the Ceramics and Glass Gallery for Old & 
New and the Estate Office for Make & Play. 

Group size  

Our workshops are charged for a minimum of 20 pupils and a maximum of 60 pupils. If 
you have fewer than 20 pupils, you can still come along but note that you will be 
charged for 20 pupils.  

Due to the size of our rooms, we will need to split your group and rotate activities. 
Please organise this in advance of your visit. 

• For small groups of 15 or fewer, you will remain together for the day. 
• For one class e.g. 30 pupils - please split into two groups (Red and Blue). 
• For two classes e.g. 60 pupils - please split into four groups (Red, Blue, Green 

and Yellow).  



Toys at Christchurch Mansion: Teacher Guide 

 

P a g e  6 | 9 

 

Adults 

Supervising adults are free.  

Please ensure you have enough adults to accompany each of the split groups at all 
times. E.g. for 60 children a minimum of four adults, but ideally eight adults (two per 
smaller group). 

 

Behaviour 

Please take care of any objects you handle and be aware of fragile things around you. 

Please lead by example and ensure that any rules specified by your Museum Assistant 
are adhered to (such as walking calmly, not sitting on exhibits, and listening carefully), 
along with any specific safety advice.  

Some of the sessions will be led by your school staff, so consideration of conduct in 
these situations is particularly important.  

 

Lunch 

Groups of 30 or fewer can remain in one group for lunch. Larger groups will be split 
across two rooms. Please keep the room tidy ready for the afternoon activities to begin. 

Feel free to go outside in the park in fine weather. 

As toilets are limited, it is a good idea to use them on a rotation throughout lunchtime. 

 

 

Before Your Visit 

 

Preparation activities about the museum 

Here are some quick links that you might wish to look at before you come to 
Christchurch Mansion: 

❖ As a class go to our website to see the photograph of the mansion: 
https://ipswich.cimuseums.org.uk/visit/christchurch-mansion/  
 
 

https://ipswich.cimuseums.org.uk/visit/christchurch-mansion/
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❖ Here is a link to download the Bloomberg Connects Digital Guide. Through this 
you can show your class all sorts of images of the museum, some objects, and 
the people who lived here. Christchurch Mansion launches on Bloomberg 
Connects | Art UK 
 

General learning preparation activities 

❖ Discuss what a museum is, especially if this is their first visit. 
 

❖ Give pupils an overview of the activities they will be doing and how it fits in with 
their learning at school. 
 

❖ Ask your pupils to find out about the types of toys their family members used. 
What toys did their parents, grandparents, great-grandparents or elderly 
neighbours play with? Do they have any photographs they could share with the 
class? In what ways are they similar/different to the toys we play with now? Are 
they made of the same materials?  
 

❖ Use the subject of toys to introduce the children to different materials, how they 
are used and whether all toys are made of the same materials. This is an 
opportunity to invite the children to use the toys from the classroom, or to bring 
one from home to compare the materials that they are made of. 

 

 

On the Day 

What to Bring 

Your pupils need only bring a small lunch bag. 

We can hang up coats, but we do not have room for rucksacks and school bags to be 
stored.  

There will be fabulous photo opportunities, so bring your camera (phone or iPad) to 
capture the day and to share with your school community. 

 

Shop 

We have a small shop full of lovey items that adult school staff are welcome to browse 
at any time. to buy items. Your pupils can visit while supervised at lunchtime or at the 
end of the day, but please let us know in advance if you are planning on allowing your 
pupils to come to the shop. 

https://artuk.org/discover/stories/christchurch-mansion-launches-on-bloomberg-connects
https://artuk.org/discover/stories/christchurch-mansion-launches-on-bloomberg-connects
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Refreshments 

Our tearoom is just off the kitchen. Adult school staff are welcome to buy items from 
there at lunchtime, but we ask that any drinks brought back through to the museum 
have a lid, so please ask for a takeaway cup when ordering. No food or drink is allowed 
throughout the museum, except in your designated lunch areas at that time. 

 

Toilets 

We have one fully accessible toilet downstairs along with a standard toilet with a few 
steps up to it. This second toilet has separate facilities for handwashing.  

Upstairs there is one standard one toilet.  

 

Coach Drop-Off 

There is an area directly outside the main gate to Christchurch Park on Soane Street for 
a coach to drop you off. Please tell your driver our address and postcode: Christchurch 
Mansion, Soane Street, Ipswich IP4 2BE  

 

 

Further Contact Details 

Phone Christchurch Mansion: 01473 433554  

Email us at: museums@ipswich.gov.uk 

 

Accessibility 

Christchurch Mansion is a Grade I listed Tudor building, built in 1548, and so has some 
uneven floors and small staircases, with no lift access to upstairs areas. If you have any 
particular needs or requirements, please contact us in advance so that we can advise 
you further.  

We have planned a version of this Toys workshop to take place downstairs only, for 
groups without the ability to access the first floor. 

If you haven’t already done so, please tell us about any access or learning needs that it 
would be useful for us to know by emailing us here: museums@colchester.gov.uk 

mailto:museums@ipswich.gov.uk
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Please see our website for more information regarding accessibility, including (near to 
the bottom of the page) a really useful visual story film: 
https://ipswich.cimuseums.org.uk/christchurchmansionaccess/ 

 

Risk Assessment 

Please download our risk assessment for schools at Christchurch Mansion from our 
main website. 

Your Museum Assistants on the day will provide you with any additional health and 
safety advice upon arrival and before each activity. 

 

 

After Your Visit 

• Ask your pupils to look at their own toys from home. Would children in the past 
have had a similar toy? Would it have looked a bit different? Would it have been 
made form something different?  

• Make a toy out of recycled materials - anything from a cardboard truck to a sock 
puppet – to encourage children to think about what the best material for the job 
is. 

• Find out more about clockwork – there are some amazing restoration videos on 
YouTube here: Rare Mechanical Toy Restoration 

• Here are some great ideas from BBC Bitesize: How have toys and games 
changed? - BBC Bitesize 

• Here is a link to some of the toys you might have encountered at Christchurch 
Mansion, with additional information, a few extra toys and some questions and 
activities: ipswich.cimuseums.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Toys.pdf 

• And this links to the same Christchurch Mansion Toys booklet but as a flipbook: 
Online Flipbook 

 

Thank you for visiting us! 

We hope that you and your pupils have a fantastic learning experience with us and that 
you will choose to revisit us in the future. The main museum at Christchurch Mansion is 
free to enter. Do come and explore with your own family. Also, look out for special 
events, festivals and activities throughout the year and during the school holidays. 

 

https://ipswich.cimuseums.org.uk/christchurchmansionaccess/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6MdXtkvExfY
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zj3nf82/articles/z8x7m39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zj3nf82/articles/z8x7m39
https://ipswich.cimuseums.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Toys.pdf
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/7c693d06d5.html

